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OS/8 DEVICE HANDLERS FOR PDP-12 CORE

DECUS Program Library Write-up DECUS NO. 12-187

These system and non-system device handlers are designed for a PDP/12
with LINCtape as the mass storage device and with 32K of core. The handlers
can reduce tape shuffling by keeping directories, systems area, or files
in upper core.

The handlers, their listings, and initialization and restoration routines
are supplied on a LINCtape which can be started from the console bootstrap.
Full documentation is optained in the file 1IOW.DC on the tape. The tape
is 0S/8 Version 3 and will not support earlier versions.

The tape contains four versions of build, all with the same handlers,
but with different core sizes and active devices. BUILD.SV uses LINCtape
for system and non-system devices. It allows the full 32K of core.

<R BLDHY will run a version of BUILD which has two device handlers
active. Respond with $BOOT. The active  two-pape system device has a
switch which permits all of the files to come from tape Unit # or only
BN 70 and beyond. In the UYBRID mode BN 0-67 will be in core in the
upper 16K, This reduces response times to the directoyy, scratch area,
and command decoder. Thé tape moves from file to file. This is
initialized (system arca moved to core) bv .R HYSY, The command .R lIYL1
will put the directorv from tape unit 1 in core above 74000. The
commands .R TAPESY and .R HYSY will restore and update the tape directories.

.R CORENS will initiate a version of BUILD in which 24K of core is
a non-system device called CORE:. This is convenient for handling larpe
files where one may want to search for strings within them.

.R CORESY will initiate a version of BUILD in which 24K of core is
a system device. This keeps the entire system and 40 blocks for files
always available for rapid access and leaves the two LINCtapes as non-
sytem devices. This is convenient for transfering between two tapes
which do not have a system area,

~ A number of illegal combinations are prevented and flagged with errors.
The major hazard is that it is easy to forget to update directories on
tape before removing the tapes.

James E. Randall

Department of Anatomy and Physxologv
Indiana University

Bloomington, Indiana 47401
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