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DECUS Program Library Write-up - DECUS NO, FOCAL8-248

FOCAL was developed to be used as a problem solving language.

As such input to a user program is restricted to numeric
entries.

The following patch will allow two new functions, FRSC (X)
(Read String of Characters) and FTSC (X) (Type String of
Characters). These functions allow the user of FOCAL to
input and output text that is not included in the body of

the user program. Incoming text is delimited by a carriage
return. The carriage return is not stored in the text buffer.

To allow incoming text to be read and stored the user program
€Xecutes S X=FRSC(0) where X is a dummy variable and 0 means to
start storing in the first word of the buffer. Asuume that the
user now enters - there will be no echo - the following:

ABCDEFGHIJKLM CR

Now if S X=FTSC(0) is executed, ABCDEFGHIJKLM will type out.
If S X=FTSC(5) is executed, them KLM will type out. The user
must keep up with where he is in the buffer when storing more
than one text string.

For example,'if the above text was stored starting at 0, the
next possible starting point is given by N=FITR(L/2)+2.
In this case N=8.

Leader-trailer and rubouts inbedded in text are ignored. Text
@s trimmed and stored two characters per core word. Text input
1s delimited by carriage return.

The text buffer will hold approximately 120 (10) characters
depending on blocking.

These routines use pointers and hash code areas for FNEW and
FCOM. .
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